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In the claims: - 

Please amend the claims as follows: *□ V ClvJ 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of^yaluating jjjjprotein kinase C (PKC) 
activity in a cardiovascular tissue oth e r than monocytes of a subject, the method comprising: 
PfrV£&m evaluating the level of the PKC activity in monocytes of the subject, 

the level of PKC activity in the monocytes being correlated to the level of PKC activity in 
the _cardtovascular tissue oth e r than monooytos . 



Claim 2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the PKC activity is PKC p 



activity. 



Claim 3, (Canceled) 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim Z 1, wherein the 
cardiovascular tissue is retinal, kidney or aorta vascular tissue or heart. 

Claim 5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the subject is a human. 



Claim 6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the subject is an experimental 



animal. 



Claims 7-15. (Canceled) 



Claim 1 6. (Currently Amended) A method of evaluating a subject for the extent, 
stage, or severity, of a PKC rolatod disorder cardiovascular complication of diabetes, the method 
comprising: 

evaluating the level of PKC activity in monocytes of the subject; and 
optionally comparing the level of the PKC activity in monocytes of the subject with a 
standard, 



IV 
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the level of PKC activity being correlated with the extent, stage, or severity, of the PRC 
r e lat e d disorde r cardiovascular complication of diabetes . 

Claim 17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the diabetic 
complication is diabetic retinopathy disordor in diabetes 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the diabetic 
complication is diabetic nephropathy dioordor is noordiov n nmilnr HirnrHnr 

Claim 19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the diabetic 
complication is dioorder ia diabotos mellituo, Type I diabotoa, Typo n diabetes, diabotio 
r e tin o pathy, proliferative diabetic retinopathy, non proliferative diabotio retinopathy, diabotic 
n e phropathy, microalbumiuna, proteinuria, renal failure, hypertension, atherosclerosis, coronary 
artery spasm, congestive heart failure, coronary artery disease, valvular disease, arrhythmias, and 
cardiomyopathy 

Claim 20. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the PKC activity is PKC P 
activity. 

Claim 21 . (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the subject is a human. 
Claim 22. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the subject is an experimental 

animal. 



Claim 23 . (Currently Amended) A method of evaluatin^he effect ofa treatment for 
a P KC r e lated diaordor cardiovascular complication of diabetes on a subject comprising: 

administering a treatment for a cardiovascular complication of diabetes PKC related 
disord e r t o a subject; and 



evaluating the level of a PKC activity in monocytes of the subject, thereby evaluating the 
effect of the treatment. 
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Claim 24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the diaordor 
diabetes complication is diabetic retinopathy 



Claim 25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the dke^iw 
cardiovascular dioordor complication is diabetic nephrop athy 

Claim 26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the disorder is 
rttabotos mdlituj, Typo I diabotoj, Typo g diabotoj, di nn rtic rorko p au i ), proUforativo diub t ^ 
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Claim 24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the dwefde** 
complication is diabet ic retinop athy 



Claim 25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the disorder i 
flHr rlin voflculnr djj u idm c omplication is diabetic nephrop athy 



Claim 26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the disorder is 
dia betes mollitu,, T 3 T .n I diabot i u, Sy pe T T diobot o ,, diab u rin r n rinopatliy, p io liforativo diu U ti u 
r e tinopathy, uon proliferative diabotio fe&tepathy, Ajftbetk ftephfepe&y, mi o roalb n miui i u, 
pmt n inuria, renal failing hypertension, atherosclerosis, coronary artery spasm, congestive heart 
failure, coronary artery disease, valvular disease, arrhythmias, or cardiomyopathy. 



activity. 



Claim 27. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein the PKC activity is PKC (3 



Claim 28. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein the subject is a human. 
Claim 29. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein the subject is an experimental 

animal. 

Claim 30. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying a compound fo^the 
treatmenPof a PKC related dicoi dcr ca rdiovascular complication, of diabetes in a subject, the 
method comprising: 

administering a test compound for the treatment of the disorder complication to the 
subject; m4 

evaluating a PKC activity in monocytes of the subject, and 
the Invol of PKC activity being corrolatod with fee eff e ct of the troatmont on tho dij 
selecting a compound if it reduces the monocyte PKC activity in the subject: 
thereby identifying a compound . v * v 

DRAFT 
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Claim 31. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the di6e*ie*4 
diabetes complication is dia betic retinop athy 



Claim 32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the disetde* 
diabetes complication is diabetic nep hropathy 



4S 



Claim 33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the complication 
is PKC related dioordor io diabi^- mnllitiir Type4 diabetes. Type II dhbutu L, dial tlL 
r n t inn pathy, pi o lif o r n h>o diab u t iu xotin o pathy, u u n pmliftrativo diab o li c r e tinopath y diob ^ie 
n ephropathy, mi unnlh nmiuria, p iuUiinnm , ronil ftuu uu , hypertension, atherosclerosis, coronary 
artery spasm, congestive heart failure, coronary artery disease, valvular disease, arrhythmias, or 
cardiomyopathy. 



activity. 



Claim 34. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the PKC activity is PKC p 



Claim 35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, further comprising: 
optionally identifying a subject in need of a treatment for the dicordor 

o ptionally evaluating a PKC activity in monooytos of the aubj iu t ; and 

comparing the PKC activity before the adininistratSn^f the test compound to the 

PKC activity after administration of the test compound, 

wherein a compound for the treatment of the dwerdef complication is identified 

when the PKC activity after the administration of the compound is altered compared to a 

standard the PKC activity before the administration 

Claim 36. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the subject is a human. 



np * pt 
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Claim 37. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the subject is an experimental 

animal. 



Claim 38. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying a compound for m> 
treatment of aging or on aging related disorder i n a subject, the method comprising: 

administering a test compound for the treatment of aging or on aging rolatod dioordor to 
the subject; end 

evaluating a PKC activity in monocytes of the subject, and 

the lovol of PRC activity boing oorrolatod with the effect of tho trcatmont on tho diaordor 
selecting a co mpound if it increases the monocyte PKC activity in the subject 
thereby identifying a compou nd for the treatment of a ping 

Claim 39. (Currently Amended) A method of evaluating the effect of a treatment for 
a ghig ef- an aging rolatod dioordor on a subject comprising: 

administering a treatment for aging eg- an aging rolatod dioordor to a subject; and 
evaluating the level of a PKC activity in monocytes of the subject, thereby evaluating the 
effect of the treatment. 

Claim 40. (New) A method of evaluating the relative age of a subject, the method 
comprising evaluating the level of a PKC activity in monocytes of the subject, the level of PKC 
activity being inversely correlated to the relative age of the subject. 

Claim 41. (New) The method of claim 40, wherein the PKC activity is PKC p 
activity. 

Claim 42. (New) The method of claim 40, wherein the subject is a human. 

Claim 43 . (New) The method of claim 40, wherein the subject is an experimental 



animal. 



03/24/03 MON 18:09 [TX/RX NO 8955] @]003 



